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1 Introduction 

Population projections over the period 2015-2045 have been compiled for Hurunui District and 

component areas with reference to data published by Statistics New Zealand (SNZ).  The 

projections have been prepared for asset management planning purposes, in particular the 

evaluations of demand for Council provided services. 

The whole of District population data offers an overview of general trends and may be suitable for 

some purposes. However, this may mask differences in the underlying trends for different 

components of the district, eg rural and urban.  Trends have been examined for each of the ten 

Census Area Units within the District.   

It must be noted that the Area Units do not correlate directly to specific areas that are provided 

with Council services, eg the Amberley Area Unit may extend beyond the limits of the Amberley 

water supply.  It is also noted that the Area Unit name may be misleading, eg the Leithfield Area 

Unit covers a wide area surrounding Amberley – it does not represent the Leithfield urban area.   

2 Background 

• The total population of Hurunui District is growing, although this growth is not uniform over 

the entire district.  There are some areas where a population decline has occurred. 

• From 1996 to 2001 the rate of population growth (1.08% pa) exceeded the national average 

(0.78% pa).  A similar rate of growth continued from 2001 to 2006 (1.16% pa) but lagged 

behind the national rate over this period (1.52 % pa). 

• From 2006 to 2013 the rate of population growth (1.62% pa) climbed again, exceeding the 

national average (1.33% pa) for this period. 

• The rate of growth is modest relative to the rapidly growing Waimakariri and Selwyn Districts 

to the south. 

• Recent growth has been strongest in the Amberley and Amuri Area Units, with strong growth 

also in Leithfield and Hanmer Springs Area Units.  There has been negligible growth over the 

balance of the District and even some decline in population in Cheviot.  

• The median age in Hurunui District is increasing.  The movement of the ‘Baby-boom’ 

generation into retirement age is evident with a significant increase in the number of people 

aged over 65 years in the District. This number is forecast to increase from 17% of the 

population (2011) to 30% of the population by 2036.  

• The Canterbury earthquakes are believed to have contributed to recent population growth with 

people relocating due to a lack of housing in the Christchurch area. However, whether this will 

continue in the coming years and whether the new residents will return to Christchurch post 

rebuild is still to be established.  
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3 Statistics NZ Data 

The Statistics New Zealand (SNZ) website (http://www.stats.govt.nz/) provides access to a wide 

range of information drawn from Census and other records.  Care must be taken when using and 

comparing population datasets from different sources due to the variety of data definitions and 

boundaries used. 

The following points are of particular note: 

The Census Night Population Count is a snapshot of residents and visitors (NZ and foreign) 

present in an area on census night.  Residents of the area temporarily elsewhere (NZ and overseas) 

are not included. 

The Census Usually Resident Population Count is a snapshot of residents who usually live 

in an area and were present somewhere in NZ on census night.  Visitors from overseas and 

residents of the area who were temporarily overseas are not included.  A person from another 

country who has lived, or intends to live, in New Zealand for 12 months of more usually resides at 

his or her address in New Zealand.   

The Estimated Resident Population is based on the previous census adjusted for i) net census 

undercount, ii) residents temporarily overseas on census night, iii) births, deaths and net migration 

between census night and the date of the estimate, and iv) reconciliation with demographics 

estimates for ages 0-4 years.  This is not directly comparable with the Census Usually Resident 

Population. 

Area Units are aggregations of meshblocks that are in between meshblocks and territorial 

authorities in size. Area units must either define or aggregate to define, regional councils, territorial 

authorities and urban areas.  Area units are re-defined from time to time.   

Population Projections (to 2031) are based on the Estimated Resident Population (30 June) 

and based on assumptions made about future fertility, mortality and migration patterns of the 

population.  Projections at Area Unit level were last updated in February 2010 but use a 2006 base 

(projections have not been updated since 2013 Census) and the 2006 Area Unit boundaries.  

Population Projections are aligned with the Estimated Resident Population, not the Census 

Usually Resident Population Count.  An updated set of projections were prepared in October 2012 

but only at District level (Area Unit projections not updated).  The high projection did not change 

significantly from 2010 to 2012, but the low and medium projections both increased.    

Population Projections (to 2046) A customised set of population projections through to 2046 

has been prepared by Statistics NZ for Hurunui District Council.  These extend the standard 

projections (2006 base to 2031) for the District and the ten component Area Units.  The 

customised projections do not take into account any results from the 2013 census and are qualified 

as follows: 

These projections were produced by Statistics New Zealand according to assumptions 

agreed to by Hurunui District Council. Extending the projections beyond 2031 may result 

in the population becoming unrealistically high or low by 2046.  
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4 Hurunui District Population 

4.1 Usually Resident Population 

The Usually Resident Population (URP) count shows a  steadily climbing population, increasing 

from about 9,000 in 1991 to about 11,500 in 2013.  This represents growth of 29% in the last 22 

years or 1.2% pa.  Note that the planned 2011 census was postponed to 2013 due to the Canterbury 

earthquakes. 

 
 
 
The rate of growth in Hurunui District has been steady since 1991.  When compared with other 
Districts in Canterbury it does not match the rapid growth experienced in Selwyn and Waimakariri, 
but exceeds growth in Timaru, Mackenzie and Waimate where the populations have remained 
relativley static. 
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4.2 Projections 

SNZ produce annual population estimates and periodically produce population projections (high 

medium and low).  These projections through to 2031 were updated in February 2010 and again in 

October 2012.  There is little difference in the high range projection but the low and medium 

projections have been revised to show increased population growth.  The current 2012 high 

projection suggests a continuation of the current high rate of growth. 

The URP data from previous census years have been included on the chart.  This shows the actual 

estimated population to be slightly greater than URP taking into account census undercount and 

residents that were out of NZ at the time of the census. The 2013 estimate (not yet adjusted since 

2013 census) sits above the actual 2013 census URP, indicating that the 2007-13 estimates are in 

the right range.  

The second figure below shows how the population projections have varied since 2005 (2001 base).  

It can be seen that the actual population growth has been tracking close to the mid-range 

projections.    
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Population growth in Hurunui District has trended consistently at or above the rate presented in 

the most recent medium (50th percentile) projection.  Estimates for the last three years have been 

in line with the current high projection growth rate.  It would appear to be prudent to adopt a 

medium/high projection for planning purposes, but it is by no means certain that the present high 

rate of growth will be sustained.  There remains a possibility that the District population could 

plateau at about the present level.  Also, population growth may not be uniform across the District, 

with potential decline in some areas masking rapid growth elsewhere.    

Influences on population change and a more detailed examination of localised trends are presented 

in the following sections.  
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5 Population Change Influences 

5.1 Components of Population Change 

There are two key components to population change: 

i) Natural change (births and deaths) 

ii) Net migration (arrivals and departures) 

 

Natural Change 

The rate of natural population change is related to fertility and mortality rates.  In New Zealand 

natural population growth is slowing in response to a declining fertility rate and an aging 

population.  Hurunui District population projections (2006-2031) follow this general trend with a 

decreasing birth rate and increasing death rate over time.  The SNZ projections offer a rational 

view of likely range of natural population change based on fertility and mortality trends.  Such 

trends tend to vary slowly over time.     

 

Net Migration 

Net Migration is the difference between the number of people moving into an area and the number 

leaving.  This can vary markedly from year to year and at a national level is strongly influenced by 

government policy and economic conditions.  Hurunui District population projections (2006-2031) 

indicate that net migration is likely to be a more significant factor than natural change, however it 

is significantly less predictable.   

 

People move for a variety of social, education, employment, economic, environment and housing 

reasons.  Consideration of these factors in a local context may offer some perspective on likely net 

migration trends in the District.  Net migration will peak when local conditions are more 

favourable than elsewhere in New Zealand (and internationally, especially Australia).   

 

5.2 Drivers of Growth 

Growth patterns throughout the District vary markedly.  This suggests a range of factors 

influencing the movement of people into, out of and within the District.   Understanding these 

different drivers and how they may change over time helps us to better predict future population 

change.  The key factors identified from our knowledge of the District are summarised below. 

Proximity to Christchurch, Waimakariri District 

Limited land availability and affordability in Christchurch, is driving growth in the Greater 

Christchurch area taking in Rolleston, Lincoln (Selwyn District), Rangiora and Kaiapoi 

(Waimakariri District).  This growth pattern has been promoted by the Greater Christchurch Urban 

Development Strategy.  The displacement of over 10,000 ‘red-zoned’ Christchurch households 

following the 2010/11 earthquake series has accelerated the rate of growth in the surrounding 

areas.  The Amberley–Leithfield area adjoining the rapidly growing Waimakariri District is within 

commuting distance of Christchurch and growth in this area is most likely due to this factor.  Such 

growth is likely to continue, but could be tempered by commuting issues (congestion, fuel prices), 

and being on the very fringe of the Greater Christchurch urban growth area any slowdown would 

potentially be felt earlier in Hurunui District. 
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Rural Economy   

The rural economy across wider Canterbury has generally been thriving with high rates of growth 

seen in areas such as Ashburton District where changing land use supported by increased irrigation 

is driving the economy and attracting new residents to work and live in these areas.  Some of these 

influences are also present within Hurunui District, although perhaps to a lesser extent.  This is 

likely to be the predominant factor supporting growth in the Amuri area around Culverden.  In 

addition to dairy conversion there has been a significant expansion of the viticulture industry in the 

Waipara area.  

Tourism 

Hanmer Springs is a popular destination for local and international visitors.  The tourism sector 

has developed significantly over the last 20 years and will likely continue to do so.  This is 

evidenced by major upgrades and expansion of the Thermal Springs attraction.  The permanent 

population in Hanmer continues to grow to meet the increasing demands on the local hospitality 

and service industries.  A wide range of factors could impact positively or negatively on visitor 

numbers including global economic conditions, currency value, air travel costs and security 

concerns.  The domestic demand for property (ie holiday homes) will be linked to economic 

prosperity in the region and affordability.    

Aging Population Movement 

It is not uncommon for older/retired residents to move from rural/remote areas to urban areas 

with greater access to amenities and services, particularly once mobility and healthcare needs 

become more significant.  This factor will contribute to increased growth of the older population 

segment in towns, particularly in the Amberley-Leithfield area.  

Other Factors and Influences 

Local amenity – The recent construction of a large supermarket in Amberley may make the town 

more attractive to prospective residents. 

Education – Secondary school age students in Amberley must travel to Rangiora or Harwarden for 

schooling, potentially making the location less attractive to families.  

Environment – Coastal communities are vulnerable to potential effects of climate change, eg sea 

level rise.  These communities may not be sustainable in the long-term.  Water takes and 

wastewater treatment assets may be adversely impacted.  The increased frequency of severe 

weather events that isolate vulnerable areas (flooding, bridge closures) or disrupt power supply 

may also influence residents’ choice of location in the district.  
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6 Population Breakdown 

6.1 Amberley 

The Amberley Area Unit encompasses the urban area and surrounding land potentially available 

for urban development.  The population estimates appear to be slightly understated relative to the 

2013 URP suggesting a higher net migration than has been assumed.  

The high rate of growth since 2001 exceeds the high range projection and appears to have 

increased further in the last two years.  High growth in Amberley is not unexpected given its 

proximity to the rapidly growing communities in adjacent Waimakariri District.  The town is within 

commuting distance of Christchurch and it is possible that some of the more recent growth is 

associated with the displacement of Christchurch residents following the 2010/11 earthquake 

series.     

 

The median age is presently about 49 years, five years above the median age for the district.  In this 

area, deaths already exceed births so population growth is dependent on net migration.  Births are 

projected to rebound to some extent, suggesting the arrival of younger residents, but are not 

projected to exceed the climbing death rate associated with an aging population. 

It would appear reasonable to adopt a high growth projection for the short to medium term, 

providing that sufficient land is available for development, and priced competitively relative to the 

growing Waimakariri District towns.  Increasing traffic congestion north of Christchurch and rising 

fuel costs may reduce demand for property in Amberley.  A reduction in net migration could see 

population growth plateau in a short space of time.  It would seem prudent to anticipate some 

slowing in the longer term.     

6.2 Leithfield Area Unit 

The Leithfield Area Unit takes in the southernmost portion of the District including the area 

around Amberley.  It is predominantly rural, but includes the towns of Leithfield and Leithfield 
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Beach, which account for much of the population in this Area Unit.  The population estimates are 

understated relative to the 2013 URP suggesting a higher net migration than has been assumed. 

The growth trends and influences are similar to that described above for Amberley.  If the 2007-13 

estimates are adjusted to reflect the 2013 URP then it is seen that growth over that period has 

significantly exceeded the high projection.   

 

The median age is presently about 45 years, similar to the district wide median.  Births are 

expected to exceed deaths though to about 2030 so this area is less susceptible to potential decline 

due to aging population compared with Amberley. 

As for Amberley, a continued high growth rate in the short-medium term with a longer term 

slowing would seem an appropriate assumption. 

6.3 Amuri Area Unit 

The Amuri Area Unit takes in much of the north and west of the District, excluding three towns - 

Hanmer Springs, Culverden and Waiau, and the Lake Tennyson Area Unit in the north. As such 

this is a predominantly rural area with most of the population resident on the plains around 

Culverden and Waiau. 

The population estimates are overstated relative to the 2013 URP suggesting a lower net migration 

than has been assumed and showing slower growth than anticipated, but growth has continued in 

contrast to other rural areas. 
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With a lower than average median age (about 38) and projected birth numbers exceeding deaths 

the population in this area is anticipated to continue growing slowly even in the absence of net 

migration. 

The low range projection would appear to be most appropriate for future planning. 

6.4  Hanmer Springs 

The Hanmer Springs Area Unit is representative of the Hanmer urban area.  It does not include the 

wider Hanmer basin which is in the Amuri Area Unit. 

Steady population growth has occurred in the village, with the 2013 URP suggesting that estimates 

since 2006 have been slightly understated. 

 

The high range projection would appear to be most appropriate for future planning, although it 

may be prudent to adopt a lower growth rate for longer term planning, recognising that this town is 
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highly dependent on the tourism sector and visitor numbers could be adversely impacted by global 

events at some stage. 

It is noted that growth in the local population may not reflect associated growth in visitor numbers 

so particular care must be taken when assessing future service capacity requirements.  

6.5 Other Towns 

The Culverden, Waiau and Cheviot Area Units represent these three small towns each with a 

population of less then 500.  Little or no significant growth has or is expected to occur, and there is 

potential for longer term population decline (already evident in Cheviot).  It is improbable that any 

increased service capacity would be justified in these towns unless a specific growth driver becomes 

apparent.  The focus will need to be on maintaining an acceptable level of service with potentially 

diminishing revenues. 

The median age in Culverden (43 years) is similar to the district average, but is not expected to 

trend upwards at the same rate as average.  This may suggest movement of elderly people away 

from the town.  Waiau departs from the norm with a younger median aged (42 years) and a 

projected reduction to about 36 years by 2031.  This is unusual.  Cheviot already has a 

disproportionately older population (median 52 years) and population decline is already evident. 
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In each instance a static population projections will be suitable for long-term planning. 

 

6.6 Hurunui Area Unit 

The Hurunui Area Unit encompasses a slice across the centre of the District and is predominantly 

rural in character, but includes several small towns – Waipara, Waikari, and Hawarden 

The population estimates are slightly understated relative to the 2013 URP but growth has been is 

relatively slow. 
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The median age is typical for the wider district.  Births exceed deaths but will likely balance within 

the next 20-30 years so any growth in the area will be dependent on net migration. 

The medium projection is suitable for long-term planning. 

6.7 Parnassus Area Unit 

The Parnassus Area Unit takes in the coastal area north of the Hurunui River, but excludes Cheviot 

(separate Area Unit).  This is a rural area with a few small villages along the state highway.    

A marked decline in population was observed in this area over 15 years to 2006, but some recovery 

is evident from the 2013 URP result.  Estimates (2007-13) are understated.   

 

The median age is typical for the wider district, but unusually, it is expected to fall.  This suggests 

movement of the elderly population segment out of this rural area, perhaps contributing to the 

aging population identified in Cheviot. 
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The recent reversal of the population decline and growing younger population may indicate some 

degree of stabilisation is occurring.  A future, longer-term trend is difficult to predict but it would 

appear that the population will not change markedly.  

 

6.8 Lake Tenyson Area Unit 

This Area Unit to the north of Hammer Springs is largely unpopulated. 
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7 Population Growth Projections 2015-2045 

Our objective is to determine an appropriate growth projection for the period 2015-2045 for the 

purpose of planning Council service delivery.  At a District level, population growth has been 

relatively steady, and in line with the medium population projection. Statistics NZ estimates (2007-

13) align with the 2013 URP data.  However, examination at an Area Unit level has highlighted 

some contrasting trends within the District.  In assessing the potential future demand for services 

it will be important to consider local trends. 

Continued rapid growth is anticipated in the southern portion of the District – Amberley, Leithfield 

and surrounds.  This relates to the proximity to Christchurch and the rapidly growing Waimakariri 

District.  Growth in the Amuri area is attributed to the thriving rural sector, particularly related to 

irrigation and dairying, but the potential extent of further intensification is limited by finite land 

and water resource and permissible nutrient discharges.  Further growth in Hanmer Springs is also 

anticipated, but will be influenced by tourism drivers.  The need for Council services in Hanmer 

Springs may be disproportionate to the local population size.    

Elsewhere the population is anticipated to remain relatively stable with the exception of Cheviot, 

where population decline is likely to continue.   

A series of 30-year projections have been prepared for the Area Units and summed to produce a 

District level projection.  This indicates population growth from 12,000 to 14,500 by 2046.   

Methodology 

In preparing these longer term projections we have extended out the high, medium and low Area 

Unit projections (2006 base to 2031) updated by Statistics NZ in February 2010.  The extension is 

relatively coarse, assuming linear growth/decline from 2031 to 2046.  Comparison with the 

Statistics NZ projections for the extended period (received subsequent to our analysis) shows 

relatively little difference between the data.  In general, our projections tend to slightly overstate 

the future population.  This discrepancy is inconsequential and less than the difference between 

2010 and 2012 projections. (Note: 2012 projections are not available at Area Unit level.)     

Based on the historic growth trends indicated by the population estimates and URP we have made 

a judgement call whether to adopt a high, medium or low growth projection, or a combination of 

these.  In particular, where recent growth has been high we suggest that this be moderated by 

dropping back to a medium growth projection beyond about 2026.  Our reasoning for this is that 

periods of rapid growth are often not sustained, unless there is a very clear, stable long-term driver 

for this. 

Finally we have adjusted the projection, by applying a linear shift up or down, so as to correspond 

to just above the 2013 census URP data, noting that the URP generally understates the population.  

This provides our suggested projection for asset management planning purposes. 

We have not presented a high-medium-low range of projections.  The previous Statistics NZ 

projections offer a guide as to the increasing level of uncertainty over time.  We understand that a 

full set of updated projections (high, medium and low) taking into account the 2013 census will be 

published by Statistics NZ in 2015.       
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This District level summary is a useful overview, but does not represent the differing growth 

patterns across the District.  Area Unit level projections (see below) must be used.  It will be 

essential to continue monitoring population growth over coming years to allow the projections to 

be modified as necessary.  The potential for a future population decline reinforces the need to be 

cautious when using optimistic growth projections for long-term planning. 
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8 Conclusions 

Having examined data and projections published by SNZ and given consideration to potential 

drivers and inhibitors of growth we present the following conclusions: 

1. The Hurunui District population has grown steadily over the last 20 years at a rate in 

excess of the national average.   

2. The growth is not occurring uniformly across the District.  A declining population is 
evident in some areas. 

3. Future growth is dependent on continued net migration into the District.  Natural 

population growth is declining. 

4. The Hurunui District population is aging.  The medium growth projection suggests that  
the total District growth through to 2046 (2,100 people) will occur in the 65+ age group, 

ie the total number of people under the age of 65 years will remain static.   

5. The Cheviot population has declined by 20% since 1991 and has the highest median age 
in the district.  The Waiau population has been relatively static and is projected to 

remain stable, but the median age is among the lowest in the District and projected to 

fall further.   The contrast between these towns is marked and emphasises the need to 

consider local trends and influences. 

6. Growth is attributed to a range of drivers in different parts of the District.  Proximity to 

Christchurch is a significant factor for Amberley-Leithfield, the rural economy is driving 

growth in Amuri, and tourism plays a key role in Hanmer Springs.  The general aging 

population and movement of older residents from rural to urban areas is also expected 

to be significant. 

7. In Amberley-Leithfield there appears to have been some influence stemming from the 
2010/11 Canterbury earthquake series which has displaced many people from their 

Christchurch homes.   

8. We anticipate continued growth in relation to the proximity to Christchurch and 
Waimakariri District.  Growth stemming from the rural economy (land use 

intensification) will likely continue but a slowdown should be anticipated.  

9. The effects of an ageing population and resulting population decline are likely to be felt 

most strongly in the rural towns – Cheviot, Culverden, Waikari, Hawarden, where there 

is not a balancing driver for net migration. 
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9 Recommendations 

It is probable that the steady growth over the last 20 years will continue for some time yet, but this 

will not be uniform across the District and some areas will continue to decline.  We recommend 

that planning for Council service delivery take into account local trends and influences as District 

wide trends are likely to be misleading.  Suggested 30 year projections for each Area Unit have 

been developed. 

The high rate of recent growth experienced in the Amberley-Leithfield area is believed to be 

associated with proximity to Christchurch and Waimakariri District.  High growth could continue 

in this part of the District, but we recommend that it would be prudent to factor in some slowing of 

this growth to avoid grossly overstating future population projections.   

The Amuri area is growing, but not as fast as previously projected.  A low growth projection is 

recommended.   

Future growth in Hanmer could be quite fickle and respond to a wide range of factors generally 

external to the District. We recommend catering for a high rate of growth initially, with a longer 

term slowdown, and ongoing monitoring/review.  This will avoid being caught short of service 

capacity which could adversely impact on the image of this town. 

Elsewhere the drivers for growth are less significant and some decline is already evident.  We 

recommend adoption of stable or slightly declining population projections unless a specific local 

driver for growth can be identified.  Recognition of potential population decline is an important 

first step in planning for future service delivery in these areas, which may well prove more 

challenging than accommodating growth elsewhere.  

 

Recommended Long-Term Population Projections for Asset Management Planning 

Area Unit 2016 2021 2026 2031 2036 2041 2046 

Amberley 1660 1760 1870 1922 1975 2030 2086 

Leithfield 3020 3210 3390 3481 3575 3671 3745 

Amuri 1780 1920 2040 2150 2253 2356 2459 

Hanmer Springs 885 935 985 1035 1059 1083 1107 

Culverden 440 450 450 450 450 450 450 

Waiau 270 270 270 270 270 270 270 

Cheviot 380 380 380 380 380 380 380 

Hurunui 2700 2710 2710 2710 2710 2710 2710 

Parnassus 950 955 960 955 955 955 955 

District Total 12085 12590 13055 13353 13627 13905 14162 

 

Note:  The population projections above are for Census Area Units and do not necessarily relate 

to towns of the same name.  Area Unit maps are appended.  The projected rate of growth within 

an Area Unit can be used to approximate growth of towns within that area.  
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When the suggested Area Unit projections are aggregated to a District level the overall growth is 

seen to sit slightly above the medium projection issued by Statistics NZ.  This is a reasonable 

position to adopt in the absence of strong growth drivers in the District.  We reiterate that the 

projected growth will not be uniform across the District and some areas will continue to decline.  

The local projections should be utilised for local planning purposes.   
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Loburn, Ashley and Sefton Area Units 

Waimakariri District  
  

 



  24 

 

3c1194.00  |  19 September 2014 Opus International Consultants Ltd
 

 

Population Review 

Loburn, Ashley and Sefton Area Units 

Waimakariri District 
 

Hurunui District Council provides water supply services to a portion of Waimakariri District, north 

of the Ashley River.  Three census area units – Sefton, Loburn and Ashley represent this area and 

have been assessed to provide an indication of population trends and projections across the area 

where HDC must plan for future service delivery.   

No consultation has been undertaken with Waimakariri District Council to determine local 

influences and drivers of growth.   

Previous and projected growth rates in these three Waimakariri District areas are typically higher 

than those seen or expected in Hurunui District.  This is in line with the significantly higher rates of 

growth in Waimakariri District as a whole.  Hurunui District will need to be mindful of continued 

growth related demand for water services in the adjoining district area even when there may be 

little or no growth related demand in large parts of Hurunui District. 

Growth projections in the three Waimakariri areas are tabulated below. 

Recommended Long-Term Population Projections for Asset Management Planning 

Area Unit 2016 2021 2026 2031 2036 2041 2046 

Sefton (WDC) 680 730 770 820 870 920 970 

Loburn (WDC) 2380 2640 2920 3134 3348 3562 3776 

Ashley (WDC) 1200 1340 1490 1585 1680 1775 1870 

 

Note:  The population projections above are for Census Area Units and do not necessarily relate 

to towns of the same name.  Area Unit maps are appended.  The projected rate of growth within 

an Area Unit can be used to approximate growth of towns within that area.  
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Sefton Area Unit 

The Sefton Area Unit takes in the town of Sefton and the surrounding rural area straddling SH1, 

bounded by Hurunui District to the north and the Ashley River to the South.  The recent population 

estimates appear to have been slightly overstated relative to the 2013 URP suggesting a lower net 

migration than has been assumed.  

The high rate of growth from 2001 to 2006 has slowed through to 2013 and the medium projection 

is best suited for planning purposes.    
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Loburn Area Unit 

The Loburn Area Unit is a rural area taking in land south of Ashley to the Ashley River, boarded by 

the Okuku River to the west. There are no significant towns in this area.  The recent population 

estimates appear to have been slightly understated relative to the 2013 URP suggesting a higher net 

migration than has been assumed.  

The high rate of growth from 2001 to 2006 has continued through to 2013 and the high projection 

is best suited for planning purposes, although a slowing of growth (to medium rate) from 2021 is 

suggested as a conservative approach. 
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Ashley Area Unit 

The Ashley Area Unit is a rural area taking in land south of Hurunui District to the Ashley River, 

boarded by the Ashley Forest to the west and Sefton Area Unit to the east, and includes the town of 

Ashley in the south-west corner.  The recent population estimates appear to have been slightly 

understated relative to the 2013 URP suggesting a higher net migration than has been assumed.  

The high rate of growth from 2001 to 2006 has continued through to 2013 and the high projection 

is best suited for planning purposes, although a slowing of growth (to medium rate) from 2021 is 

suggested as a conservative approach. 
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Appendix B 

Statistics New Zealand 

Geographic Boundaries 
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District and Area Unit (2013) Boundaries 

 

2013 Area Unit Boundaries – Amberley 
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2013 Area Unit Boundaries – Culverden 

 

2013 Area Unit Boundaries – Cheviot 
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2013 Area Unit Boundaries – Hanmer Springs 

 

2013 Area Unit Boundaries – Waiau 
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2013 Area Unit Boundaries – Waimakariri District Council – Loburn, Ashley and Sefton
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